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HOW IS SOUND 

PRODUCED?

MUSIC is an art

like painting, sculpture, cimena…

It is made up of 

many SOUNDS, but…..



When an object is 

moved, it produces many

These travel through the 

air, water, wood, steal… 

and, finally, they reach our ears



There are two groups of sounds

They are very 

beautiful, polite 

and friendly. We 

use them to 

compose 

songs……they are 

fantastic!

NOISE
Noise is a family of 

sounds that are 

ugly, rude and 

unpleasant. They 

are usually too 

loud and able to 

produce big 

headaches!
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♫
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We can recognize                        by 

four features

SOUND 

FEATURES

DURATION DYNAMICS TIMBRE PITCH

That´s 

really 

important !!



There are:

♫ LoOOOOOOOng sounds

♫ Short sounds

If we combine both kinds of 

sounds we get RHYTHM.

In a single piece of music a 

composer can use many

different rhythms.

DURATION



It is related to the VOLUME

of sounds.

There are 

♫ sounds

♫ sounds

When we combine them we 

get different shades and 

music becomes more …

DYNAMICS

Loud

Soft



Thanks to timbre, we are able to

distinguish the particular sounds produced

by different instruments or voices !:

TIMBRE



There are

♫ high sounds: like a triangle.

♫ low sounds: like a saxo.

When we combine these sounds we 
obtain a 

Melody (or tune) is a group of notes 
played one after the other. It is the 
part of music that you hum when 
having a shower. (Try it!)

The place in which a note lives on the 
staff (you know, that famous five 
horizontal lines) tells you its pitch 
and also its name.

PITCH



… AND HOW CAN WE HEAR?

In our ears, we have an elastic membrane called the EARDRUM. It

vibrates when the waves ( remember, the sound waves) get

into the ear.

This movement is transmitted to the middle ear and inner ear to, finally,

reach the brain.

Don´t be 

afraid of the 

picture! Our 

ear is like this:



DESCRIPTIVE MUSIC

Have you ever visited a 
museum? 

If so, you know that 
there are two main 
groups of pictures:

- Pictures that show 
a real scene

- Abstract pictures



In the same way, there are pieces of 

music that describe something like a 

landscape, a character, a story…we 

call them DESCRIPTIVE.

Listen to some examples….



THE LANGUAGE OF MUSIC
Now, we all know that music is made up of 

sounds and there is an special language to 

write down these sounds.

Musicians use to write the musical language 

on SCORES like this one:



Fortunately, this is an universal code. 

Any musician from all around the world

is able to understand it…

Thanks to that, many people from 

distant countries and cultures can play 

music and enjoy it together!

Wow!!


